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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Fresh Water Fishes and Their Ecology When we
watch a summer thunder storm, which covers the earth with a sudden flood and makes rivulets by the road-
side, each carrying down to the smaller streams its load of leaves and other organic debris, together with the
lighter parts of the soil, and when we see these silt-laden streams unite in rivers turbid with the rich spoil of the
land, we are inclined to lament the enormous and oft-repeated waste, seeing no way in which it can be
recovered in any considerable measure to the use of man; but if we follow it to the lake bottom and the river
bed we shall see much of it arrested there, to become an aquatic soil, partly muddy water and partly wet mud,
more fertile even than the richest fields, and sustaining a new population of plants and animals, of many
grades and classes, one climbing upward, as we may say, upon the shoulders of another, to reach a level which
makes them accessible again to our use. Since the waters which wash the surface of the earth fall virtually
lifeless and sterile from the sky, whatever population they eventually contain must evidently be supplied from
the contributions made to them by the earth, including, of course, the organic and inorganic substances
dissolved out of the earth by surface wash and underground nitration. The aquatic population of a lake or
stream is thus sustained by the wastes of the land - materials which would otherwise be carried down
practically unaltered to the sea; and our rivers and lakes may be looked upon as a huge apparatus for the
arrest,...
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