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GRIN Verlag Sep 2007, 2007. Taschenbuch. Book Condition: Neu.
210x148x2 mm. This item is printed on demand - Print on
Demand Neuware - Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the
subject American Studies - Linguistics, grade: 2,3, University of
Cologne, 14 Literaturquellen entries in the bibliography,
language: English, abstract: The ability to learn and produce
natural language and move beyond the communication of sign
and body language is unique to human beings. The acquisition
of language is possible since grammar is assumed to be
universal. Universal Grammar (UG) defines properties of
language itself. CHOMSKY'S theory of grammar is constrained,
first, by universal grammatical principles which determine the
broad outline of grammar and are generally true and, second,
by grammatical parameters which are language-specific
dimensions of a particular language and allow crosslinguistic
variation. The first doesn't have to be learned since it is part of
the innate language faculty; the latter needs to be acquired and
is assumed to be linked to individual items in the lexicon
(CAPDEVILA I BATET ET AL. 1995, 31). The central task of
acquisition is thus the construction of the grammar of the target
language, in other words, the setting of parameters, which is
also...
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