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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Bulletin of the Pennsylvania Museum A small but
extremely good collection of Coptic textiles forms a valuable part of the Museum s collection. The specimens
come for the larger part from the Christian cemetery of Akhmim, upper Egypt, the ancient Panopolis of the
Greeks, where in 1884 many burials of Roman and Byzantine times were opened, yielding an enormous number
of garment and tapestry fragments and even entire garments. All range from the first or second to the eighth
centuries of the Christian era. The Rev. Walter Lowrie some years ago read a paper before the Archaeological
Institute of America on Greco Roman Textiles, in which he called attention to the enormous importance of these
garments in their bearing upon the study of ecclesiastical vestments. At first they were rather neglected by
scholars, being regarded by them as representing merely a provincial industrial art. But Mr. Lowrie was among
the first to realize that they represent the cosmopolitan art and costume of the Roman Empire during this
whole period. They have, therefore, the very greatest interest, whether for the technical study of the textile art
among the Romans (materials of linen, cotton, wool and silk being found in the greatest abundance and
variety or for the study of dress, both classical and Byzantine, and incidentally for the origin of ecclesiastical
vestments), or finally, for the study of decorative art as exhibited in the tapestries and silk embroideries which
decorate most of the garments. It has been shown that designs on these textiles constitute the patterns seen on
the conventional low-reliefs which were common from the fifth to the eleventh centuries, and which, during the
greater...
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