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between the EU and ACP countries have a long tradition. After Yaoundé conventions in the 1960s, 1975 the first
Lomé Agreement was established between ACP countries and EC member states. Between 1975 and 2000 EU and
ACP countries ran four subsequent Lomé conventions replaced by Cotonou agreement now. Lomé was
concerned to be an agreement providing ACP countries better access to European markets in order to push
economic development and build up domestic production. The emergence of WTO in 1995 changed the
regulatory framework for regional trade agreements in such a way, that Lomé IV could not pass into a fifth
version. In order to be compliant with WTO measures, a new agreement was worked out 2000 in Cotonou. It
came into power in 2002. The complete establishment of that treaty it is still far from becoming reality, as a
considerable number of ACP countries have still not negotiated EPAs. A crucial issue in these negotiations is the
division of ACP countries in six groups for regional EPAs. This division does not merge with other regional trade
and political networks in Sub-Saharan Africa and does not include all ACP countries. With 'good governance'
having emerged as a 'vital' issue in international politics and especially in EU's agenda, a relevant number of
non-economic issues found their way into Cotonou agreement. By linking trade agreements and development
aid with the spread of European or Western democracy 'standards' those different fields were...
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